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As the Nashville political
atmosphere heated up dur-
ing the last few weeks with
legislative surprises and de-
bates on who's on first and
what's on second, con-
sumers across the state and
nation realized a drop in
retail prices for food at the
supermarket, and it had
nothing to do with any kind
of taxes or legislation.

It all happened because a
farmer was involved in
agriculture and he still cares
to do so, even with farm
prices always being a real
uncertainty.

In the fourth quarter of
2008, according to the lat-
est American Farm Bureau

Federation's
Marketbasket
Survey, the to-
tal cost of 16
basic grocery
items showed
a 49-cent de-
crease from
the year's third
quarter survey
results.

AFBEF, the nation's largest
general farm organization,
conducts its informal quar-
terly Marketbasket Survey
as a tool to track retail food
price trends. A total of 133
volunteer shoppers in 37
states, including Tennessee,
participated in this latest
survey, conducted during
October.

The $48.19 shoppers paid
for the 16 items, however,
reflects a 7 percent increase
from the 2008 first quarter
results. Of the 16 items sur-
veyed, 11 decreased in
price and five increased in
price compared to the 2008
third-quarter survey.
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Food Prices Drop Due To Farmers

Apples, flour, cheddar
cheese and bacon showed
the largest retail price de-
creases. Apples dropped 29
cents to $1.51 per pound;
flour dropped 16 cents to
$2.46 for a 5-pound bag;
cheddar cheese decreased
15 cents to $4.76 per
pound;

and bacon de-§

sirloin tip roast prices de-
creased during the fourth

quarter," said Jim
Sartwelle, an AFBF
economist.

creased 14 cents per pound ESESE

to $3.37.

Several survey items

dropped in price by 10 &
cents or less: whole milk, .’..-"
down 10 cents to $3.82 per £

gallon; ground chuck, down

9 cents to $2.86 per pound; =

corn oil, down 8 cents to
$3.55 for a 32-oz. bottle;
pork chops, down 4 cents to
$3.58 per pound,; sirloin tip
roast, down 4 cents to $3.94
per pound; vegetable oil,
down 2 cents to $3.17 for a
32-0z. bottle; and a five-
pound bag of potatoes,
down 2 cents to $3.36.
"Reversing an upward
trend over the prior three
quarters, ground chuck and

demand for U.S. milk prod-
ucts coupled with increased
domestic milk production
added up to lower milk
prices at the grocery store."

As your retail grocery
prices have increased grad-
ually, the share of the aver-
age food dollar that Amer-
ica and Tennessee's farmers
receive has dropped over
time. "In the mid-1970s,

4 farmers received about one-

"These downward moves,
along with the decrease in
prices of our pork items,
reflect weakened retail de-
mand for these meats dur-
ing the end-of-year holi-
days. Whole milk is the
only item in the basket that
is less expensive now than
it was during the same time
in 2007. Weakened export

%+ third (33%) of consumer

retail food expenditures for

""" food eaten at home and
| away from home, on aver-
' age. That figure has de-

creased steadily over time
and is now just 19 percent,
according to Agriculture
Department statistics,"
Sartwelle said.

Using the "food at home
and away from home" per-
centage across-the-board,
the farmer's share of this
quarter's $48.19 marketbas-
ket total would be $9.16.

Even with the farmer's
share of the food dollar

continually decreasing, his
production of safe and
wholesome food helps keep
America's food supply
abundant and affordable. In
comparison to working 37
days to pay for food, Amer-
icans worked 77 days to pay
their federal taxes, 62 days
to pay for housing/house-
hold operation, and 52 days
for health/medical care, ac-
cording to The Tax Founda-
tion.

Thanks to the hard-
working farm families who
produce our food, it is still
one of the most affordable
items we have to have each
day. And remember, "Just
like the farmer, if you eat,
you are also engaged in
agriculture.”

-Pettus L. Read is editor
of the Tennessee Farm Bu-
reau News and Director of
Communications for the
Tennessee Farm Bureau
Federation. He may be con-
tacted by e-mail at:

pread@tfbf-com
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A Personal Service Store For Your Healthy Lifestyle

* Vitamins & Supplements

* All Natural Grass Fed Beef
* Range Free Chicken & Eggs
* Bulk Herbs & Spices

Large Wheat-Free Gluten-Free Selection

Fbundant

Organic Foods

855 Keith St. * Willow Pointe Shopping Center
Phone: 614-7885

* Bulk Herbal Tinctures
* Bulk Nuts, Seeds, Beans, Flours Etc.

* Organic Produce
* High Alkaline/lonized Qu'Bee Water

Spirit, Soul
& Body

afi vin

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 -7 Saturday 9 - 6

* Educational Material
* Health & Beauty Aids

* Detox Foot Spa

* Electral Dermal Screening

Senior Citizens Day 10% OFF Every Thursday

We’re Here To Serve You!




